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Context of the Post-16 Consultation 
The consultation started on March 12 2012 and ended on March 31 2012.  There were in 
total 546 responses.  This included 244 parents or guardians, 247 students, 42 employees 
(29 from the College) and 6 Rutland residents, there were also 13 responses from those who 
chose not to answer the question. 

Responses were collected in a number of ways: 59 from the College website, 237 from 
student emails, 29 from Catmose College staff emails, 15 from Facebook and 207 from 
parental emails. 

There were 513 responses from people connected with Catmose College, 9 from CBEC, 1 
from UCC, 14 from Rutland County College (6th form of CBEC) and 13 from others. 

The small number of responses from the other Rutland Colleges is statistically unreliable.  The 
focus on this report will be those responses received from Catmose College stakeholders who 
formed the vast majority of respondents. 

The purpose of the consultation is to support the College Governors decision, as to the course 
of action it should seek to follow in the future, with respect to post-16 education.  As an 
academy, the College can apply to the Secretary of State for education to extend its age 
range.  This will require a consultation to have been carried out and a business plan to have 
been drawn up which demonstrates that the provision is needed and viable. 

There has been considerable investment made by Rutland County Council and Casterton 
Business and Enterprise College in the Rutland County College provision which, for many of 
our students is their closest provision.  In recent years however, a significant majority of 
students from Catmose College have chosen other provision, often travelling significant 
distances to do so.  The College continues to offer impartial advice to parents or guardians 
and their children in order that they access the best possible provision given their strengths. 
We would not be fulfilling our duty of care however, if we do not explore the possibility of 
starting our own 6th form provision, either on our own or in partnership with other Colleges. 

The College has three options to consider: 

 the current post-16 provision for students is adequate. Catmose College should focus 
on preparing students for GCSE and providing impartial advice to its students ensuring 
they are able to choose the provider that is best for them; 

 a new sixth form college in Rutland, with its own Principal, governed by Catmose 
College, UCC, CBEC and with support from an existing 6th form provider with an 
excellent track record; 

 a sixth form at Catmose College, building on our ethos, values and performance 11-
16. 

 

  

  



3 
 

Executive Summary 
The results of this consultation, alongside historical data all point to a dissatisfaction with the 
current post-16 provision available for Catmose College students.  Of the Catmose College 
parents or guardians who responded, only 25% believe the current provision good or 
outstanding; our benchmark is normally 80%. 

The parental response is supported by the choices students are making regarding where to 
study.  There is no single provider attracting more than 25% of the cohort and their 
geographical spread means a fragmented and disparate experience for Catmose College 
students.  The preferences expressed by students and parents or guardians in this survey 
indicate that this trend is likely to continue in the future. 

The wide range of providers is surprising given the homogeneity of our students’ ability; at 
least two thirds are likely to access ‘A’ level courses in each year.  The answer as to why this 
is occurring is perhaps characterised by one of the many open ended responses the College 
received:  

“We are strong supporters of state education living on a low family income. It makes 
us frustrated that our highly academic child cannot find suitable provision locally so 
she will be faced with all the vagaries and uncertainties of scholarship/bursary 
chasing to try to find something for her in the private sector (with which we are 
ideologically uncomfortable). It seems unbelievable to us that we have outstanding 11-
16 provision in Oakham and Uppingham yet we will probably have to send her out of 
county with all the associated extra time and expense. She is a Year 10 and it is 
depressing that this will probably not be sorted out by the time she goes to 6th Form. 
We pray that things have improved by the time our second child is at this stage.” 

Respondents were also clear as their preferred solution, a 6th form at Catmose College. 
However, this is not without risk for the College or our students; the College would need to be 
sure that it is financially viable and sustainable for the future.  For this to happen, the provision 
would need to gain the confidence of the parents or guardians who currently choose out of 
county provision. 

Recommendations  
Although it is clearly the respondents’ first choice for a Catmose College 6th form, the reality is 
that a whole Rutland solution would be more viable and have a greater chance of success, 
particularly if the experiences of a successful existing provider could be used.  
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Context of the Consultation 

Examination Performance of current providers 
An important consideration for parents or guardians is the quality of the examination 
performance achieved in the past at providers.  The Department for Education, for the first 
time this year, published a range of performance indicators for post-16 providers which is 
replicated below for ease of reference. 

The table uses a points system as the range of post-16 qualifications on offer is complex and 
not all use the same grading system.  

For ease of reference the ‘A’ level equivalences are:  A = 270, B = 240, C = 210, D = 180, 
E = 150. 

This table is sorted using the average points score per entry, which gives the best indicator of 
the average grade achieved.  Here we see that the best providers help our students to achieve 
at least a grade B for each qualification they sit (Oakham, Uppingham, Brooke Weston) to the 
lowest at Casterton with 201 points (C/D).  It is also worth noting how many students are in 
the upper sixth, ranging from 979 at QE to only 83 at Casterton (Rutland County College) 
which will lead inevitably in the smallest providers, a much more limited curriculum.  It should 
be noted that King Edward VII school is now the Melton Vale 6th form centre and moved into 
new accommodation this year. 

CBEC’s post-16 provision (Rutland County College) will move to the refurbished Barleythorpe 
conference facility in September 2012. 
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Destinations of Catmose College Students 2011 
The chart shows the destinations of last year’s Catmose College students, with 80% studying 
outside the state sector in Rutland. 
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Survey Responses – Contextual Information 
There was a wide range of responses from stake holders, with all year groups, staff, students 
and parents or guardians represented. The responses are therefore a meaningful sample of 
those who could have responded and representative of our stakeholders. 

 

 

Those who skipped questions tended to be from the younger year groups who are yet to make 
their minds up about their future. 
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The responses to the following question indicate that at least two thirds of students are likely to 
study ‘A’ levels post-16; as with the previous question younger students and their parents or 
guardians remain undecided.
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Preferred Providers – Current views from Stakeholders 

Students (KS4) 

 
Students (KS3) 
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Parents or guardians (KS4) 

 

Parents or guardians (KS3) 
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Perceived quality of current post-16 provision  
This question, without specifying any particular provider asked respondents to comment on the 
overall quality of provision they have access to taking into account range of courses, 
examination performance, Ofsted, Extra-curricular, pastoral support, continuity of provision, 
friendships, ease of access, learning environment and reputation. 

The usual bench mark for the College we aim for in attitudinal survey is 80% Good or 
Outstanding. In this respect the current provision for all groups (except KS3 students) falls short 
of our usual standard for provision. KS3 students (88%), KS4 students (76%), Parents (25%) 
and staff (22%), on this analysis alone post-16 provision is a significant cause for concern for 
the College. 

Parents or guardians 

 

KS3 Students 
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KS4 Students 

 

Staff 
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Stakeholders preferences for the future 
This question tries to elicit what the preferred option for the future of post-16 would be for the 
College. Three options were presented, to continue offering impartial advice, to work with the 
other Rutland Colleges to set up an independent provision or to set up our own 6th form. 

The overwhelming choice of stakeholders would be for the College to start its own 6th form 
provision, the 2nd preference would be for us to work with others to create an independent 
sixth form.  There is widespread dissatisfaction from most stakeholders regarding the current 
situation. 

Parents or guardians 

 



13 
 

KS3 Students 

 

KS4 Students 
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Staff 
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Open Ended Responses 
The following are responses to the open ended question: Catmose College and Catmose Federation take no responsibility for the views expressed by others. 

Are there any other comments you wish to make? 

Response Date Response Text 

Mar 30, 2012 7:42 AM Allow students to choose their own post 16 pathway
Mar 29, 2012 8:23 PM There's a lack of continuity between Catmose College and going on to 6th form. I would like to see Catmose College become a 6th form 

provider, however they would need to bring in teachers with the appropriate expertise for me to have faith in sending my child there. 
Mar 29, 2012 7:46 PM Rutland County College isn't up to scratch so students are having to travel else where to find other schools, for example I have lots of friends 

that are having to travel to Kings in Peterborough as it is one of the best state colleges and gives them the best opportunity possible for further 
education. I am lucky enough to be in the fortunate economic position where my parents or guardians are able to pay for me to study at 
Oakham. Many of my peers are going to Melton Vale because it is new and up and coming college.   The only reason people are applying 
to Rutland college is as a back-up. If the proposed 6th form was to have the influence and guidance of Stuart Williams it will be a great 
success as he is an inspirational Head. 

Mar 28, 2012 6:14 PM Our first choice is currently to move into private education for post-16 provision, but if this proves financially impossible we would be moving 
out of Rutland to pursue A Level education.  If there was post-16 provision on offer at Catmose we would strongly rethink our current course of 
action in order to provide continuity in our current strong academic environment. 

Mar 28, 2012 10:58 AM I believe a school with a 6th form can provide enhanced learning for those lower down the school as well as greater career opportunities for 
the staff. 

Mar 25, 2012 12:58 PM Current staff at Rutland College lacked enthusiasm hence our son is going to Melton Vale which incurs travelling expenses. By the time my 
daughter goes in to Post 16 Education I would like there to be something at least equal to this locally. 

Mar 23, 2012 11:26 AM Catmose should get a 6th form!
Mar 22, 2012 9:45 PM I think it is a great idea to be considering a 6th Form college at Catmose. It would be very important that a 6th Form college would keep the 

same values and learning environment as the current school. 
Mar 22, 2012 5:55 PM My son is in year 10 and i have no knowledge of what are the next steps and what is available to him
Mar 22, 2012 3:53 PM All the good sixth forms are too far away.
Mar 20, 2012 4:17 PM My preferred option (by a long way) would be for Catmose College to have its own 6th form on site so that children can be there from age 

11 to 18. 
Mar 20, 2012 4:09 PM The facilities at Catmose are absolutely fantastic and very suited to post 16. The college has a lot of expertise. It therefore seems sensible to 

open the college to post 16 students. 
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Response Date Response Text 

Mar 20, 2012 3:08 PM Given the two and half years my daughter has been at the college, we have been nothing short of impressed by everything.  She is 
developing, along with the great support provided by the staff, in to a well-rounded, hard working girl.  I already worry about how we can 
top this in the next stage of her education.   
 
I think developing a 6th form at the college for the students to continue with their high level of studies would be a fantastic idea. 

Mar 20, 2012 1:45 PM I believe that students county wide will be best served by one strong sixth form provision with equal input from all three secondary schools - 
whether that is based all on one site (Rutland County College) or with different types of course offered at different sites (e.g. vocational 
courses at one site, A-levels at another). 

Mar 20, 2012 12:48 PM Catmose College is proving itself to be a valuable tool for the children of Rutland. These children deserve the opportunity to further their 
education at an equally superb 6th form, which i believe Catmose can provide. 

Mar 20, 2012 11:04 AM The fact is Catmose students have to travel to gain better post 16 education. Why should we (Catmose students) have to travel to gain our 
right of good post 16 education? 

Mar 20, 2012 10:17 AM My eldest daughter left Catmose this year and is now at Stamford School.  There is no doubt that if Catmose had had a 6th Form she would 
have stayed there as would the individuals in her friendship group. 

Mar 20, 2012 9:40 AM I strongly believe that Catmose College would be an excellent school to provide Post 16 education and look forward to seeing that happen. 
My son is only in year7 but am very impressed by the standard of education he is receiving , the extracurricular activities and enthusiasm of 
all staff . 

Mar 20, 2012 9:35 AM We are not in a position to know much about the post-16 providers at present, we only have second hand knowledge.
Mar 20, 2012 9:00 AM I'm worried about my year 10 child getting a place in the 6th form school that we would all like her to go to, the other options seem only to 

be a fee paying 6th form which we are not in a position to pay for.  There are no other options for her and us as a family, and it has to be a 
6rth form rather than a college. 

Mar 19, 2012 9:52 PM The traveling distances to the current sixth form providers is too far and the Rutland College has very limited courses.  I would be very happy 
if Catmose College has its own 6th form, my daughter has loved the school from day one and is doing very well,  I believe she would choose 
to stay at the college to do her A levels if this was an option.  For myself I wouldn't be worrying about her having to travel great distances, 
they are still so young a 16! 

Mar 19, 2012 9:03 PM The whole point is that the post 16 option is tantamount to pathetic. 
 
Rutland owes it to its youth to provide high standards which at Catmose they are used to. Students after this are then offered second rate post 
16 education. RCC know it but just hide. Counsellors have a lot to answer for. 

Mar 19, 2012 9:00 PM I believed a college led by all 3 schools would have been a great option, that did not happen so we ended up with a total shambles for post 
16 education led by 1 school only. This has led to a lot of ill feeling throughout the county.  With this in mind I think each school should be 
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Response Date Response Text 

given the same opportunity to have their own 6th form.

Mar 19, 2012 8:55 PM We would welcome a good quality college locally.
Mar 19, 2012 8:53 PM Providing the choice of subjects and types of qualification is adequate, a sixth form at Catmose would be great.
Mar 19, 2012 8:05 PM With the current move of the sixth form, it will be hard to judge results until next year
Mar 19, 2012 10:53 AM I believe that all students need to stay in a school environment, with uniform to remind them of that situation, to keep them focused and the 

give them the best opportunity to do well. At the moment this is why a private school is the best choice. 
Mar 17, 2012 10:10 PM A sixth form at catmose college in THE county town of Oakham is for me a must. It brings stability and balance to both the school and it's 

students 
Mar 15, 2012 9:12 PM We would be thrilled if our children could continue their education at Catmose.
Mar 15, 2012 6:55 PM To go from an outstanding secondary school to the 6th form provision on offer in Rutland seems a waste of students time. To travel 25 miles to 

go to college of any worth is also not going to aid learning or support friendship networks. 
Mar 15, 2012 6:36 PM I don't like Catmoses negative views of Rutland College, students should be guided to their decigion but not steered away from particular 

colleges based of staffs personal views. 
Mar 15, 2012 4:37 PM I don't feel that the post 16 education in oakham has much to offer in the form of choice when you look at what Stamford has on offer.( No 

Contest) 
 
You would only choose Rutland College if you were doing A levels . 

Mar 15, 2012 2:09 PM Yes please. Rutland County Council saw fit to send Provide 6th form provision at Casterton, which is within one mile of Stamford High School 
whichnalreadyboffers this and is never full! UCC and Catmose students would have to travel to a college which achieves averagely to access 
these courses. 
 
Why when they built a new school at Catmose did they not make provision for a 6th form.  Why offer a high standard of education within 
Rutland only too make little or poor provision for 6 th form.  The transport issues and limited courses mean many student say not go on to 
achieve their full potential. RCC never listen to parents or guardians and refused to listen when we asked not to have provision handed to 
Casterton. Do we need to stand as Councillors before they will listen to their constituents?  we receive a very poor service from our council 
and elected Councillors who persist in ignoring the wishes of the majority! 
 
PLEASE allow our students to prosper and achieve their full potential by offering 6 th provision at Catmose, otherwise why offer such a 
wonderful start in life only to make accessing the courses they want nigh impossible! 
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Response Date Response Text 

Mar 14, 2012 7:18 PM Would prefer Catmose College to take on post 16 education.  Even though my son is only in year 7, I am already anxious about further 
education provision.  The values set by Catmose should continue through further education. 

Mar 14, 2012 2:17 PM Simply Catmose College has to have its own 6th form - The facility is outstanding, the quality of teaching is very good and getting better all 
the time with the influence of the new school and ethos.  It would be a huge missed opportunity.  Continuity of education up to the age of 18 
is essential and Catmose College has the ability to provide it extremly well - there should be no doubts about it. 

Mar 13, 2012 10:24 PM Currently there are good 6th form providers but outside of the County. The uptake for Rutland Sixth form college has not proved strong from 
Catmose so far.  Catmose has now achieved a good reputation and this could only go to benefit the sixth form extention should this be the 
solution that was reached. The increasing costs and time of travelling to 6th form education are proving to be the disadvantage of  living in 
Rutland and hopefully these could be addressed and encourage us to stay in the county again. 
 

Mar 13, 2012 8:51 PM I cannot give a fair answer to the previous question, as I have no personal experience of educational provision at Rutland College
Mar 13, 2012 7:42 PM A sixth form consortium involving the three secondary academies would allow a greater range of options for students and enable far more of 

them to access post-16 provision within the county.  Currently, some students have to travel considerable distances for post-16.  The ending of 
EMA means that students from poorer households are further disadvantaged because they cannot afford the travel costs to access some of the 
most successful post-16 providers. 
 
The focus of the current debate only seems to relate to students who can access A Level courses.  A more inclusive focus is needed to ensure 
that all Rutland young people, except in the most extreme of cases, can access appropriate provision within the county. 

Mar 13, 2012 2:07 PM Able students have a restricted choice if they are unable to fund travel to a provider who is some distance from Oakham.
Mar 13, 2012 11:25 AM My son is getting on very well at Catmose College and is very happy. As his mother I want the very best for him and believe that i have that 

for him in his current schooling. However, I am unsure as to where best he would go to continue school post 16. I would much prefer him to 
be able to stay on at his present school, Catmose College, where i believe he would fair much better, rather than go on to Casterton which I 
don't believe is as good. My son has a definite idea of what he would like to do when he leaves school and I would like to think that, 
educationally and personally, the best will be done for him by the education authorities. 

Mar 13, 2012 10:47 AM The state school possibilities are not as strong as they could be , especially given the good grades achieved at the Rutland 11- 16 schools. 
Mar 12, 2012 9:53 PM The outstanding rating by Ofsted, whilst a significant achievement for Catmose College is hardly a guarantee that a College or Sixth form 

established under the Catmose Federation will meet the same standards or be an improvement on the current post-16 providers.  Furthermore 
if Catmose Federation established a Sixth-Form/College it would need a totally independent Head with an independent Leadership Team, 
with an independent teaching staff.  Staff having responsibilities across the Federation, from the secondary school to college/sixth-form would 
be untenable.  Apart from teaching totally different curriculums, staff would have an increased work-load and an increased pastoral role, 
which could suffer from having to perform too many roles.  It could also negatively affect specialisation of teaching offered at post-16 level, 
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Response Date Response Text 

the quality of which makes the difference between A - C grades in A-Levels.   
 
Additionally where would a new post-16 provider be built?  The suggestion of building a new provider on current Catmose College property 
is somewhat fanciful, as a new College would need its own space, sporting facilities (sharing these with Catmose's new sports complex would 
lead to timetabling issues to say the least), and would impact upon the outdoor free-space available to both student bodies - a factor not to be 
under-estimated in this country where obesity is a major problem. 
 
Honest dialogue should be opened with the other secondary providers in the county to discuss how post-16 provision should be improved, as 
it is clear that education in Rutland affects everyone. Furthermore a divisive split between a CBEC run Rutland College and a new Catmose 
Federation Sixth-Form would lead to social, community and educational divisions within the county.  This would certainly weaken the quality 
of both providers in such an event. Only through a united post-16 provision in Rutland can improvements be made educationally and socially 
within Rutland itself. 

Mar 12, 2012 8:49 PM I was keen for my son to stay in Rutland for college.  Rutland County College is very close and convenient and offers all four A levels he 
wants to do.  However, following our visit to the college, we both felt the students were treated more like school children than young adults.  
At Catmose, he has become independent and mature and he felt that he would not be happy studying at Rutland County College where he 
would be treated like a child.  He has had to change his A level options and hopes to attend Melton Vale, where the atmosphere feels much 
more like that at Catmose College. 
 
We are very pleased with the education received at Catmose College and if it was possible to continue that education to 19 years old, we 
would certainly consider it in the future for my younger son. 

Mar 12, 2012 8:43 PM People are clearly prepared to travel to ensure their child gets the best education and that in it's self speaks volumes!
Mar 12, 2012 8:32 PM I think there are enough post-16 colleges around and Rutland college is supplying good quality for everyone. i do not believe there is a need 

to have another post-16 in the same area as Rutland college and Catmose college should just be a secondary school for 11-16. 
Mar 12, 2012 7:53 PM I would rather my child did not have to travel over twenty miles twice a day to receive a suitable provision, the work itself is demanding 

enough without the added complication of extended travel added on to her day.  A Good and varied local provision should be available to 
Rutland children and if it is outstanding then out of county families may use it also bringing all their economic benefits with them 

Mar 12, 2012 7:44 PM Casterton managing Rutland county college is the downfall of the 6th form provision
Mar 12, 2012 6:50 PM My daughter has put down Rutland County College as one of her choices as she wants to study Philosophy and Ethics. However, I feel that 

there has been a lot of negativity lately towards Rutland County college which does not make her feel re-assured when moving onto 6th form. 
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Response Date Response Text 

Mar 12, 2012 6:17 PM We are strong supporters of state education living on a low family income. It makes us frustrated that our highly academic child cannot find 
suitable provision locally so she will be faced with all the vagaries and uncertainties of scholarship/bursary chasing to try to find something 
for her in the private sector (with which we are ideologically uncomfortable). It seems unbelievable to us that we have outstanding 11-16 
provision in Oakham and Uppingham yet we will probably have to send her out of county with all the associated extra time and expense. 
She is a Year 10 and it is depressing that this will probably not be sorted out by the time she goes to 6th Form. We pray that things have 
improved by the time our second child is at this stage. 

Mar 12, 2012 5:55 PM Having to send my son out of county for A levels is ridiculous. He is with a very able group of friends all expecting to gain A and A* and it is 
a real shame they are all going out of county for sixth form. I would say that most children benefit from the routine and rules of a school rather 
than college to help them with the more difficult curriculum of A levels , It would be an obvious benefit for them just to continue in the same 
building with the same friends and the same staff as they were whilst doing GCSEs. 

Mar 12, 2012 4:34 PM Melton vale has been an excellent provider of P16 education and I would be fearful of damaging something that works well to try and 
provide more choice. 

Mar 12, 2012 4:21 PM As our daughter is only a year 7 we have no idea yet which type of educational path she will follow. So its difficult to say what she will 
require in the future.  If a 6th form was added to CC and Governed jointly I assume the feeder colleges would feel part of the 6th form and 
more likely to make it a success, which has got to be an improvement from the alienated approach Casterton has managed to create 
currently, so  I would support this. 

Mar 12, 2012 4:20 PM Catmose College needs good standard 6th form provision. Travelling to Casterton is ridiculous as the vast majority of students live in the 
Oakham area. 

Mar 12, 2012 3:22 PM The benefits of having a sixth form at Catmose would be significant! Having been through the process of choosing a suitable sixth-form twice 
already I would be delighted if my third child could complete his sixth form studies at Catmose. Some of the benefits I could see would be : 
1. Staff would know pupils' strengths and abilities and could give could good advice on choosing subjects. Hopefully, this would minimise the 
need for pupils to change 'A' Level subjects after studying them for a few weeks! 
 
2. The teaching in the 11-16 college would change a little to lead into sixth form studies. For example, we have found that pupils studying 'A' 
Level and Further Maths would really benefit from having studied Additional Maths alongside their GCSEs. 
 
3. The whole college would benefit from pupils staying on to complete their sixth form studies. Sixth form pupils would be able to share their 
talents and achievements (particularly music, performance, sport etc.) with the younger pupils and be role models for younger pupils. 
 
4. For pupils staying on into sixth form I think it would be great for them to be able to stay on with their friends.  
 
 I think the challenge would be in providing sufficient choice of 'A' level courses or rather be able to timetable the subjects so that pupils can 
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Response Date Response Text 

study their choice of courses.
Mar 12, 2012 3:14 PM I believe a post 16 education within the secondary college is essential for both pre and post 16 students, in terms of continuity in education 

and role model for younger students as well as teachers being able to prepare students who are more capable above the GCSE level. 
Mar 12, 2012 2:53 PM Within the current providers there is quite a range with some of the colleges and sixth forms extremely good and some adequate.
Mar 12, 2012 1:58 PM With children who are academic and therefore keen to pursue further and higher education, I feel strongly that academic teaching is lacking 

in Oakham in the public sector. To this end we would consider transporting our children a distance in order to help them achieve their goals. 
Whilst the private provision is available, this would only be my choice where all other avenues were closed to us. The results published in the 
information are incredibly useful for parents or guardians to draw comparisons and having considered them I realise that private education or 
a great deal of travel would be the only options available to my children at present. I would like to extend my support for the development of 
quality, academic A level provision in our County which has been achieved in the past and given the recent positive changes & 
developments, not to mention the Ofsted report, it makes sense that Catmose College takes the lead in this endeavour. 

Mar 12, 2012 1:35 PM When education within Rutland at primary and secondary level is so outstanding (one of the key reasons why we moved to Rutland 6 months 
ago), it is disappointing that post-16 education is inadequate. It seems completely wrong that such a high percentage of children are 
choosing to leave the county to finish their education.  I completely support the need for a big shake up and my preferred option would be if 
the children could finish their schooling at Catmose College.  I am sure that with Mr Williams track record in strong leadership, a 6th form 
centre would prove to be a huge success. 

Mar 12, 2012 1:34 PM If Catmose College is unable to provide sixth form provision by the time my daughter needs it, we will have to consider A levels at one of the 
public schools which is neither desirable nor affordable! 

Mar 12, 2012 1:05 PM The viability is the major unknown. Accommodation the next. Melton Vale has not started quite from scratch and it has a brand new building 
but it is popular and has gained a reputation for success without any evidence to justify it in its first year. Casterton by comparison is dull and 
their leadership is dour (and I believe that Ofsted only gave them 'good' for their results and not 'outstanding').  
* Can CC go it alone?  
* Will Casterton and government rules prevent a cooperatively run free standing sixth form? 
* How do you move forward? 

Mar 12, 2012 12:13 PM There should be more transport aid for people going to college outside Rutland as I don't feel the colleges within/near Rutland are adequate 
enough so some money should be granted for transport to Leicester etc. 

Mar 12, 2012 11:38 AM We have a daughter already at the new Melton Vale 6th form and initially I was concerned about the lack of continuity from 11-16 ed, 
however having first hand experience I feel that this new provision has the potential to offer Catmose students who want to follow an 
academic route and study A levels, a wider choice of subjects together with teachers who focus on KS5 than could perhaps be offered at an 
individual school. 
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Response Date Response Text 

Mar 12, 2012 11:31 AM The best solution would surely be to share the wealth of knowledge and experience from all the current 11-16 schools with one 6th form, 
headed by an independent principal with relevant knowledge and experience of running a post-16 centre, hopefully retaining the excellent 
and very experienced teaching and support staff currently working at Rutland County College.  This is what we thought was going to happen 
and to my knowledge, Rutland County Council has never provided a satisfactory explanation for why this did not happen.  However, under 
the current circumstances my child would love to stay on at Catmose to study at A-level if that option were available or alternatively would like 
to go to Rutland County College. 

Mar 12, 2012 11:25 AM Our daughter has high aspirations, and we wish to support her in these. The concerns expressed by many of us at the so called consultations 
over post 16 education are being realised. I would love to be able to tell my daughter that her desire to achieve good academic 
qualifications could be achieved locally, but feel that at present we will be looking out of county as have so many others. 

Mar 12, 2012 11:07 AM In 2011, we felt it necessary to send our daughter to Kings School Peterborough in order to ensure a good sixth form education for her but 
this has been at a considerable cost financially and emotionally for ourselves and our daughter 

Mar 12, 2012 10:41 AM We need a 6th form college at our own school.  With all of the money spent on this new building and the facilities that are offered to every 
other person as well as students I find it staggering that our 6th formers are not catered for.  We need to keep them in the county for 
continuity and care and to maintain the standards we are all used to 

Mar 12, 2012 10:05 AM The third of my children will start at Catmose this coming September.  One has been through the very inadequate Rutland College provision 
and now at University (with no support from Rutland College) and the other is in year 9 at Catmose so this is an on-going problem for our 
family.   
 
Our ideal has always been a wish for a 6th form at Catmose.  This would have provided much needed continuity for our family.   We have 
been very happy with Catmose as a whole and we believe our eldest would have had a vastly better 6th form education under the 
supervision of a Catmose 6th form. We still desperately hope for this for our other 2 children. 

Mar 12, 2012 9:54 AM Based on our limited experience of Catmose I would strongly favour a 6th form facility at Catmose. The children are happy and motivated 
and the Staff are well managed and geared to ensure the children achieve the best they can 

Mar 12, 2012 9:25 AM I have never heard a student, past or present, moan about the college.  It has a wonderful reputation and It would be excellent if students 
could continue their high level of learning in such a brilliant environment. 

Mar 12, 2012 9:07 AM I feel there is a GAP when formal education at Catmose finishes. I think extending the scope of the provision at Catmose would give more 
stability to pupils 

Mar 12, 2012 8:34 AM Academic 6th form provision in Rutland is inadequate; to travel everyday 25 miles or more is not conducive to a quality education and 
preparation for taking A level examinations. Pastoral care for students travelling to Peterborough/Leicester colleges will not be adequate. 
Sixth form provision in these places is so very different to the provision that is here and what the students are used to. To go from an 
outstanding secondary school to a large inner city 6th form provider is surely a backward step for our children. My son has very clear 
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ambitions, secure and top level A level results are what he needs to secure those ambitions, at present in Rutland there is no way of him 
getting that. I am a strong supporter of a 6th form at Catmose, it would be a dream come true for me to see him educated to 18 in such a 
place. 

Mar 12, 2012 7:53 AM I feel that there should be a separate 6th Form College for Rutland students as opposed to one being on the Catmose College site, so that 
students feel they are 'moving on'.  My son is currently in Year 11 and is looking forward to going to Stamford College to leave Catmose 
behind- not because he doesn't enjoy going there but he feels he has outgrown Catmose and wants to feel more independent.  My daughter, 
in Year 8 doesn't enjoy school so would also like to leave the campus to move on.  Also, those that go to UCC and CBEC may wish to go to 
a different campus than Catmose. 
 
Any 6th form in Rutland must provide a wide range courses and not just A Levels, such as those provided at New College Stamford.  If I'm 
right, my daughter will have to stay in education until the age of 18 and she will not be academically capable of A levels or higher level 
study so will need other options such as Childcare, Health and Beauty or Arts and Drama. 

Mar 12, 2012 7:19 AM There are no decent college available to the students without travelling outside the county, for some this means getting 7.20 trains or buses. 
 


