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Although the College has moved into a purpose built new
building, equipped with the best facilities, our core values
have not changed. I believe that great schools are not made
by the buildings they occupy but by the people who work
within them. We are fortunate at Catmose College to have
committed staff and talented, hardworking students who
help make our college the exceptional one it is. Our new
building however, ensures that there are no limits placed 
on the aspirations we have for our students as a result of
poor facilities.

Our primary aim is to encourage each student to become 
a well-rounded, independent minded individual who 
knows their own mind and has the necessary skills and
knowledge in order that they can be of value to society. 
We believe that every student is talented and that our 
role is to help ensure that these talents are realised to their 
full potential. We have high expectations of every student,
expecting them to always work hard and do their best in
every circumstance.

The curriculum we offer, in order to help accomplish this
inside and outside the classroom, is extensive ensuring that
each student is able to build on their existing strengths and

discover new ones. Our electives programme enhances the
academic programme by offering each student access to a
full range of courses based around sport, creativity, the arts,
music and drama. We also offer a flourishing programme of
extra-curricular sport, music and drama which ensures there
is always activity at the College from 8.00am until 5.00pm
each day.

The College’s status as an academy gives us the same
freedom that public schools have always enjoyed, to have a
single minded focus on what is in the best interests of each
and every student, but of course without the fees.

We have worked hard to earn our excellent reputation. 
A visit to the College to see our facilities, meet the staff and
students will leave you in no doubt that this is the right place
for your child.

I look forward to meeting you and your child.

Stuart Williams
Principal

    www.catmosecollege.com

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME

OFSTED NOV 2008:
‘THE NEW PRINCIPAL IS
PROVIDING OUTSTANDING
LEADERSHIP.’

QUOTE FROM PARENT:
‘THIS IS A SCHOOL I WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO RECOMMEND
TO ANY PARENT.’
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Laura Winstanley, Year 11
Looking back on my time at Catmose College 
I have so many fond memories and will feel genuinely
sad to leave. For me, Catmose College has been
about freedom of expression, inspirational teachers,
fantastic experiences and friends to share them with.
Whether it be through a foreign exchange or the
Duke of Edinburgh Award, I feel this school has
allowed me to grow in confidence and has prepared
me excellently for the future. No matter where I find
myself next, I will always be proud to say I was a
Catmose College student.
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William Hodgson, Year 11
Catmose College has offered me many amazing
opportunities, such as the chance to visit Berlin and
Bremen in Germany on an exchange trip for a week
in year 10. Whether you enjoy sport, drama or music,
our Wednesday elective programme really does offer
something for everyone and offers a unique break
from academic study. As Head Boy, I have had
numerous opportunities to speak publicly to large
audiences and there are opportunities for everyone to
do this through the Youth Speaks public speaking
competition. The staff at Catmose College have
always been kind and supportive, creating unique
bonds between staff and students that really do create
a feeling of equality and also help to make lessons a
more enjoyable experience. I have greatly enjoyed
my 5 years at Catmose, even when the old buildings
were crumbling, and I would wish any future students
every success in their studies at the college.
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OFSTED NOV 2008:

‘Student behaviour is good
and they are considerate to
others. Their spiritual, moral
and cultural development is
outstanding. They support
each other extremely well
and feel safe.’

    www.catmosecollege.com

ENJOY AND ACHIEVE

Catmose College’s academic programme
aims to instil in all students a lifelong love for
learning. We aim to do this by ensuring
each student achieves the highest possible
academic standards whilst maximising their
enjoyment of learning. 

We offer a curriculum which allows students
to personalise the courses they study to play
to their strengths and interests. This includes
traditional academic subjects including
English, mathematics, religious studies, three
modern foreign languages, physics,
chemistry and biology as separate sciences
and history or geography. We also offer a
full range of applied courses which include
sport, music, business studies, food
technology and ICT. Alongside this offer we

have chosen a number of courses which
develop a broader skill set which make our
students particularly attractive to 6th form
providers, employers and universities
including a full range of art disciplines,
technology and drama courses.

The curriculum we offer gives every student
the opportunity to experience both breadth
and depth, to feel challenged and
supported, to learn from their mistakes and
to experience the exhilaration of success.

This philosophy has led to the College being
recognised nationally for the academic
success of our students. We are rightly proud
of being one of the highest performing
schools in Rutland and Leicestershire.
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Rohan Mehra, Year 7
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first year in 
Catmose College. The inspiring new build has
enhanced our learning environment and provides us
with great opportunities to excel. The teachers
encourage us to broaden our knowledge and
maximise our potential. I have been actively involved
in all the academic activities and also in Radiowaves
as a Journalist and as an aspiring Technician for
Performing Arts.
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Louisa Orchard, Year 7
Since I joined Catmose in September, I was really
pleased to be given the opportunity to perform the
role of Scar in the year 7 ’Lion King’ performance. 
I am so excited about the new facilities and
opportunities that Catmose can provide for me and
many other students who love the performing arts.
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LEARNING TO BE INDEPENDENT

We aim to ensure that all students who leave us
will have developed into adults capable of thriving on 
the challenges that life brings, able to manage risk and
develop their own ways of being successful members of
society.

We offer opportunities for students to develop such skills
as good decision-making, taking responsibility
for their own needs and for the choices they make. 

At the College we believe that students should gradually 
gain increased responsibility and opportunities to 
show leadership. 

•  We expect every student to embrace the high
expectations we have of them, to always do their best
and actively contribute to life at the College.

•  There are no locked doors at the College; students are
trusted to use classrooms and other facilities during
lessons and their breaks. This gives them a greater
responsibility for their environment and the way in 
which they learn.

•  We offer an extensive range of extra-curricular activities
including our performing arts tour, a number of drama
and musical productions, a foreign exchange, the Duke 
of Edinburgh award scheme, skiing and geography field
trips. This programme exposes them to new challenges
and encourages them to take risks in a managed way.

•  We offer an extensive range of ‘electives’ giving students
a free choice of activities on a Wednesday afternoon.
These range from sporting, to craft and the academic,
including courses such as Latin. 

•  In Year 8, students decide whether to study a new modern
foreign language in Year 9 or specialise in one they have
already studied. This ensures that they have the
opportunity to study two languages at GCSE level.

•  In Year 9 our students begin their GCSE studies taking
courses in ICT, the arts, the sciences, English and
mathematics. We believe that early exposure to external
examinations better prepares them for the challenges of
GCSEs; our students hold the national record for students
completing the level 2 arts award.

•  Throughout a student’s time at the College we offer a
range of leadership experiences including, sport and
dance leaders, community volunteers, subject
ambassadors, student councillors, prefects and headboy
and headgirl.

    www.catmosecollege.com

We challenge all of 
our students to do their 
best, believing that resilient,
independent learners will
ultimately become the most
successful in an increasingly
competitive workplace.
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CALM, PURPOSEFUL
AND HAPPY
     

      Calm, purposeful and happy: three words
which visitors to the College often use. We
believe that students need to work in an
environment where all are committed to
learning, that mutual respect is the norm and
where students enjoy their time 
at the College because lessons are
engaging and the curriculum interesting.

The College building was designed around
these principles; there are no locked doors
and facilities including the library and 
IT are available for student use from 
8:00am to 5:00pm.

Students in Year 7 are assigned 
a form tutor who will look after them, 
ensure they are happy and be the first point
of contact between the College and parents
throughout their five years with us. We 
also have a dedicated client support team 
whose role is to support and develop the
partnership between college, students 
and parents.

These close links with home ensure that each
student is supported and cared for, ensuring
they are able to enjoy the excellent progress
they make during their time at the College.

All classes are 
different and teaching
styles and lesson plans
are tailored to ensure
students are motivated
and keen to develop to
their full potential.
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Eleanor Firth, Year 8
Having spent a year and a half in the old school 
we have just moved into the new building. This change
has benefited the students and the College in many
ways because not only have we got new, amazing
facilities but we have now become an Academy!

The atmosphere around the new building is very 
calm as every student and teacher has been allocated a
locker. This means that students no longer have to carry
around big bags, just the next two books they need.

The outstanding new facilities allow me to pursue all my
interests to the best of my ability, some of which are
sport, music and art.

My friends and I all enjoy the large amount of ICT
equipment around the school, the amazing new theatre
and of course the sports facilities.
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Nathan Louis-Fernand,Year 8
I have been at the College for two years now and 
have loved every moment. There are so many
different activities you can participate in and I have
represented the College at lots of different sports from
rugby to dance. Every year the Drama Department
take Year 7 students to a West End Show then each
class gets involved in performing it in College. My
year did Oliver. Mrs Mitchell and Mr Sammy are
fantastic at getting the best out of students, they make
lessons really interesting. Mrs Mitchell encouraged me
to audition for Oliver in London and thanks to her I
got the chance of a lifetime when I was offered a part
in Fagin’s Gang. The College and all my friends from
Catmose have been behind me all the time. I am
really looking forward to this year’s musical,
Hairspray, which we are all getting ready for.
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Annalise Jackson, Year 8
Catmose College has a beautiful new building 
with all the most up-to-date equipment such as iPads
and digital recording equipment.  But a building 
alone does not make a good school.  What makes
Catmose College so special is the enthusiastic students,
respected principal and helpful teachers, who inspire
the students.

Catmose College offers many unique opportunities.
During my time here I have been privileged to help
present a seminar at the NEC, interview an Olympic
athlete and so much more.

I love being at Catmose because I have learnt 
lots, developed so many skills and made many 
great friends!
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Harvey Stafford,Year 9
I have been at Catmose for 3 years now and I have
really enjoyed my time here. I have learnt new skills,
met new people and have developed my confidence.
One of the activities I have had the chance to get
involved in is Radiowaves; this is where you write
reports on your interests, it’s really enjoyable and it
builds confidence. Another opportunity I have taken
part is in the Student Council; I have enjoyed this
experience because I had the chance to represent my
form in discussions for the outcome of the school.  
I am really glad I came to Catmose College.
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INDIVIDUAL
SUPPORT

The individual is at the heart of Catmose
College. We adopt a highly personalised
approach in considering each particular
student’s learning, pastoral and extra-
curricular needs. All staff are highly trained
in working with students who require a
personalised approach, whether this is
because they find certain aspects of
learning more challenging or because 
they are particularly able or talented. 

In addition, the College’s electives
programme provides an excellent
opportunity for students to develop their
skills in a range of extra-curricular areas 
or, simply, to try something new. 

We are proud to be an inclusive College in
which the progress, achievement and well-
being of all students is central to everything
that we do: our success has resulted in an
‘exceptional’ judgement from OFSTED.
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Ellena Taylor, Year 9
Catmose College offers an amazing range of 
extra-curricular activities, from performing arts to 
ice skating. My confidence has been boosted so 
much since being here. I really enjoy participating 
in the school musicals and being a part of the
Chamber Choir.

The teachers here at Catmose make sure you work 
to the best of your ability whether it's Music or Maths;
the teachers are always here to help you out.
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William Kennard-Kettle, Year 9
Catmose College has offered me some great
experiences, from being able to perform in plays,
enter sports events and channel my creative side with
art projects.  I feel that Catmose College has given me
a higher chance of getting into further education by
being able to gain extra qualifications like the Arts
Awards and also allowing me to take a selection of
GCSEs in year 9 which relieves the pressure on you in
future years. One of my most memorable experiences
of the College was when we won the year 8 boys
indoor athletics competition at Loughborough
University.  I have also been able to perform in a few
performances like ‘Grease’ in year 7 and ‘Annie’ in
year 8, which were great experiences but I’m mostly
looking forward to the next performance of
‘Hairspray’ where I was lucky enough to get the 
role of Edna.
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EQUAL VALUE
    We value every member of the College
equally. Whether a member of staff, student,
parent or visitor, all should receive the
highest quality of service and respect. 
We recognise that no two of us are the
same, approaches should be personalised 
to reflect our individual strengths and needs;
'equal value' does not mean we treat
everyone the same.

We have the same high expectations 
of students as we expect of staff: to dress
smartly, be the model of civility, to have 
the highest aspirations for themselves 
and be respectful of each other and 
their environment.

         

    www.catmosecollege.com

It is the principle of 
‘equal value’ that 
ensures we enjoy a 
calm, happy and
purposeful atmosphere.
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THE PERFORMING ARTS

The Performing Arts are a lively and
integral part of life at the College. We are
very fortunate to have excellent facilities
including a fully equipped theatre, drama
studio, dance studio, gallery and a music
technology suite including a state of the art
recording studio. 

We are always sold out for our
phenomenal whole school musicals which
usually have 200 or more students
involved. As well as performing on stage,
students get to lead the choreography, 
set, costume and back stage areas.

We have a proud tradition of music at the
College, providing instrumental and vocal
tuition for around 25% of students at the
College and we encourage all new
students to consider taking up an instrument
if they have not already. We are convinced
that learning an instrument gives students
the opportunity to enhance their confidence
and overall musicianship. As well as

individual instrument lessons, Catmose
offers a variety of ensembles which
rehearse each week; we offer Junior and
Senior orchestra, clarinet and saxophone
ensembles, jazz band, choir, recorder
consort, flute ensemble and a rock school.
We believe strongly that playing in an
ensemble nurtures and develops a musician
in a way that nothing else can.

We offer students the opportunity to go 
‘on tour’ around Europe performing music
and drama to audiences across the
continent. Students are also involved in a
variety of drama clubs, and have the
chance to devise and direct their own plays
as well as touring around our local primary
schools. We compete successfully at the
annual Oundle Music and Drama festival.
The music ensembles and drama groups
perform at our ever popular annual
Christmas concert held at All Saints Church
in Oakham.

www.catmosecollege.com

State-of-the-art 
facilities, bright, airy
study areas backed-up
with excellent teaching
staff striving to achieve
outstanding progress for
every learner.

OFSTED NOV 2008: 
‘There is a good curriculum, which is broad and balanced
by an outstanding number of supplemented additional
activities covering sporting, artistic and musical
opportunities.’

‘The regular music and drama productions are much
valued by the local community and abroad.’
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Sophie Worrall, Year 10
Ever since starting Year 7 Music and Drama 
have been my greatest loves. Catmose College has
given me the opportunity to explore this path with its
many challenges. Catmose teachers have always
encouraged me to work at the highest standard and
most recently with the production of Hairspray I have
been stretched to achieve my full potential.

In addition to the performing arts, I also enjoy
academic studies, especially English and History. I am
planning to go on with further education and continue
to develop the skills I have gained during my time at
Catmose College.
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Max Boulton-Smith, Year 10
I have been attending Catmose College for four 
years now, and have thoroughly enjoyed it. There 
are so many different opportunities offered here,
including sport, drama, music and art. I have got
involved in as much as I can, such as the football,
rugby, basketball, and cricket team, as well as taking
part in the school musical ‘Hairspray’. I also take part
in the school chamber choir which performs annually
in the Christmas concert. I am now currently doing my
GCSEs and the support I have been receiving from all
of my teachers has been excellent, and has helped me
achieve the grades that I have. In the four years at this
College I have learnt so much and the experience as
a whole has been amazing. I will be sad when it is my
turn to go. 
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The College prides
itself in its pursuit of
sporting excellence
and in preparing
students for a
lifelong involvement
in sport and
physical activity.
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SPORT

Sport is highly valued at the College,
flourishing within the College’s core
curriculum, as an examination subject, 
and as a key component of the rich extra-
curricular opportunities available at 
the College.

Every Catmose student is given the best
possible opportunity to achieve and
maintain the highest levels of performance
in sport and physical education. Each
student participates in a double physical
education lesson per week, and has the
opportunity to study GCSE PE or BTEC 
sport in years 10 and 11.

Through Sport we aim to develop students’
competence and confidence to take part in
a range of physical activities that become 
a central part of their lives, both in and out
of College. Students develop a wide range
of skills and the ability to use tactics,
strategies and compositional ideas to
perform successfully. 

Extra-curricular sport is a vital and vibrant
component of the College’s curriculum.
Teams operate in the full range of sports 
and activities, competing in local, regional
and national competitions. Enrichment clubs,
practices and fixtures operate at both
lunchtimes and after college throughout the
year, along with a thriving inter-house
sporting competition. Sport is an important
part of the electives programme.  

The College offers over twenty five sports
throughout the academic year through core
physical education, extra-curricular sport,
the electives programme and examination
PE. The College prides itself in its pursuit of
sporting excellence, and in preparing
students for a lifelong involvement in sport
and physical activity.

    www.catmosecollege.com
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Catmose College 
Huntsmans Drive 
Oakham Rutland 
LE15 6RP 
T: 01572 770066 
office@catmosecollege.com  
www.catmosecollege.com 

Principal: Stuart Williams
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